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At our last meeting, we reported on revenues available for 
the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
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We identified revenues of about $212 billion in 2005 dollars
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Since our last meeting, we updated to 2007 dollars - $237.6 
billion - and made some minor changes in methodology
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We also compared the revenues with project costs
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The County Transportation Commissions submitted 
projects totaling $135.0 billion in 2007 dollars

SCAG Region Costs
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We added highway preservation and transit operating 
and maintenance costs to the project lists

We assumed State Highway Operations and Protection Plan (SHOPP) needs are equal 
to the revenue generated

Future transit operating and maintenance (O&M) costs are difficult to predict
– Depend on revenue miles of service, labor contracts, age of rolling stock, etc.
– Can change with projects
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Over the last decade, transit O&M costs grew 1 to 10 
percent annually

Growth in Transit Operating and Maintenance Costs
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Antelope Valley Transit Authority City of Los Angeles (LADOT)
Foothill Transit LACMTA - Metro

Long Beach Transit Montebello Bus Lines

Southern California Regional Rail Authority Santa Clarita Transit

Santa Monica's Big Blue Bus Orange County Transportation Authority
South Coast Area Transit Riverside Transit Agency

Omnitrans SunLine Transit Agency
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For the forecast, we based our estimates of transit 
O&M costs on historic increases

We used the regional average increase (4 percent) for most operators

We used Metro’s forecast for Los Angeles County, which is consistent with historic data

Los Angeles County Transit Operating Expenses
LACMTA Estimates Compared to NTD Estimates
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When the operating and maintenance costs are considered, 
RTP costs total $235.2 billion

SCAG Region Costs
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Los Angeles = $53,468 million
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This suggests that revenues and costs are in balance…

However, these costs are for projects through 2030, while 
our revenues extend through 2035

SCAG Region Revenues Compared to Costs
by Funding Level
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Transit projects make up roughly 50 percent of the 
total costs

SCAG Region Revenues Compared to Costs by Mode
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We have not yet accounted for several costs

Debt service

Projects from multi-county effort

Metro rehabilitation costs
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Also, highway operation and preservation needs 
are likely to exceed SHOPP funding

We assumed that funding equals needs

In the last RTP, we accounted for total 
operating and preservation needs

Additional SHOPP funding would reduce the 
State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP)
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So, we expect costs to exceed revenues – we will need 
to tradeoff project priorities

SCAG Region Revenues Compared to Costs
by Funding Level
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Plan projects with 
local funding
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We also need to review project costs - five projects 
are expected to cost more than $3 billion each

Tier 2

Los Angeles: Route 710 Tunnel Alternative ($5.8 billion)

Riverside: CETAP – Mid County Parkway Corridor ($3.4 billion)

Plan

Riverside: CETAP - Riverside to Orange ($9.8 billion)

Orange: Countywide Bus Service Expansion ($9.6 billion)

Los Angeles: Route 710 Enhancements Near Port ($5.7 billion)

…which account for about one-quarter of the submitted 
project costs
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Some projects were submitted with costs unchanged 
from the 2004 RTP

Highway Project Costs
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…and we need to consider start and completion dates

We had to assume the start dates for many projects 

SCAG Region Revenues Compared to Costs
by Year
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Furthermore, we need to balance costs and revenues 
by county

SCAG Region Revenues Compared to Costs by County
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Note: the Los Angeles surplus is due to the long-range 
transportation plan running through only 2030
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Next Steps

SpreadConfirm project years

DecreaseReview SHOPP and non-LRTP projects

IncreaseUpdate costs not changed since 2004 RTP

IncreaseAccount for other costs

Debt service
Projects from multi-county effort
Metro rehabilitation costs

Expected Impact 
on RTP CostsAction


